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Auckland Canoe Club Information

Postal Address
P.O. Box 9271, Newmarket, Auckland

Clubrooms
Marine Rescue Centre, Mechanics Bay

Website
http://www.aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

Email event reminders
send blank email to

   subscribe@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

Officers

Patron Jim Mason

President Ian Calhaem 579 0512

Secretary Matt Crozier 817 1984

Treasurer Gerard Fagan 832 9720

Trips Jackie Hillman 634 5042

Publicity Roger Lomas 846 6799

Storage/kayaks Gavin Baker 528 5188

Assistant Roger Lomas 846 6799

Vine House Trevor Arthur 817 7357

Newsletter Claire O’Connor 521 1769

Webmaster 

Email addresses

patron@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

president@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

secretary@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

treasurer@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

trips@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

publicity@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

merchandise@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

vinehouse@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

newsletter@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

webmaster@aucklandcanoeclub.org.nz

Club Trip/Event Policies

Visit the Club website for details of safety and other 
important policies.

Contacting trip/event organiser

You must notify the trip organiser in advance of your 
intention to go on a trip. Organisers need to know 
numbers and to be able to contact you if the plan 
changes.

You must also discuss with the organiser in advance 
any medical or other conditions (such as your 
experience and ability) that might affect the progress 
of the group.

Cancellation
If the weather looks uncertain call the trip co-ordinator. 

Club Banking Details

Bank BNZ

Branch Newmarket

Account 02-0100-0023453-000

Name Auckland Canoe Club

IMPORTANT
If you are depositing money to the Club 
Account please ensure that you include 
YOUR name so that the Treasurer knows 
who deposited the money.

Internet Banking
All major banks have set up Auckland Canoe Club 
as a registered payee for internet banking.

This means that you can pay to

Auckland Canoe Club
without having to enter the account number.

Check with your bank.

Deadline 
for Next 

Newsletter 
20 January 2012

Club Website
Access

Password  Rotopiro



Auckland Canoe Club – December 2011 / January 2012 3

Kayak Hire

To book a kayak, enter details in the diary.
Check diary before taking a kayak.

Kayak Hire Rates

Single kayaks

Daily hire – out am, back pm $20.00

Half day –  out am, back am 
out pm, back pm $10.00

Double kayaks

Daily hire – out am, back pm $30.00

Half day –  out am back am 
out pm back pm $15.00

•   Please enter details of hire in register and on an 
envelope. 

•   Put money in envelope and place envelope in 
honesty box.

•  No I.O.U.s!

•  Carry or wheel kayaks to water.

•  No seal launching.

•  Please wash kayaks before returning to rack.

•   Report faults or problems on the faults/problems 
sheet.

Regular Events
Vine House – Last Weekend of Every Month

On the last weekend of each month we have the use 
of Vine House.

This gem in Mahurangi Harbour is a 2 km paddle 
from Sullivans Bay, which is the ARC park at the 
end of the Mahurangi West Road, first on the right 
past Puhoi.

The house sleeps 10 and has all creature comforts. 
Bring sleeping bag, pillow case and food. A shared 
meal and nibbles is the norm for Saturday night, so 
bring your goodies.

Lagoon Bay is very tidal, so bringing a kayak trolley 
is a good idea. The range of paddling is endless, eg 
Waiwera, Warkworth, Kawau Island, Motuora Island 
– your choice. Or just rest and read and enjoy this 
tranquil and special place. We recommend you take a 
carry bag to get all your gear up the track to the house. 
Secure parking is at Sullivans Bay. Leave a note on 
your dashboard reading “Vine House Volunteer” 
when you park in front of the ranger’s house.

Please ring to book a bed, and for detailed directions. 
Trevor 817-7357, Matt 817-1984.

Saturday Morning Paddles
If you are into good coffee, good company and usually 
a leisurely paddle then these are the trips for you. 

A small but growing group meet about 9:00am on 
Saturday mornings to paddle to one of the beaches 
– St Heliers, Kohimarama or Mission Bay for coffee.

Note:   Paddlers under 18 to be accompanied by a 
guardian!

For more information, go to:
http://www.mapmyrun.com/routes/view/127561

Welcome
The Committee extends  
a warm welcome to the  
following new members ...

Aaron Hanson 
and Erik Wood

NEW MEMBERS

CLUB KAYAK FOR SALE

Crosswind double sea kayak 
For sale at $1800.00

As is where is

For more information please phone  
Gavin Baker on 528 5188

LAST CHANCE 
Before being listed on TradeMe!
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

to all members of the Auckland Canoe Club from your committee

Take time to read the following 16 pages, being the March 1959 Special Olympic edition
of the New Zealand Canoeing Association quarterly magazine 

kindly supplied with Christmas wishes by Jim Mason, Patron, Auckland Canoe Club

January
nZ rock [Climbing] Festival
whanganui bay, western lake Taupo
Last year 80+ rock climbers participated. This year 
we’d like to include kayakers.

We are interested in setting up a sub-kayak 
committee for this event to organise that activity. 
An idea is that Saturday kayakers could have a day. 
Paddle south, return late afternoon to join us for our 
hangi and entertainment, bonfire on the beach. 
The following day paddle north, returning to camp 
site for BBQ, beer and a movie!

Outdoor Pursuit Centre have agreed to run two 
workshops for beginners (possibly climbers).  
The rock climbers have organised a workshop  
for beginner climbers (possibly kayakers).

You may be interested in forming an organising 
committee to have input to the design and planning 
for the January and the 2013 event. If successful, we 
would move to changing the name to “NZ Rock and 
Kayak Festival” to have equal recognition of both 
outdoor sports.

For further information (see this year’s event) and 
registration.

Marlon Hepi, NZ Rock Festival, Committee Organiser

http://www.wix.com/whanganuibay/nz-rock-festival#!

nzrockfestival@gmail.com

saturday Morning Coffee Cruise
If you are into good coffee, good company and usually 
a leisurely paddle then this is the trip for you. 

A small but growing group meet about 9:00am on 
Saturday mornings to paddle to one of the beaches 
– St Heliers, Kohimarama or Mission Bay for coffee.

Note:   Paddlers under 18 to be accompanied by a 
guardian!

For more information, go to:
http://www.mapmyrun.com/routes/view/127561

new year’s eve
see the new year in at Vine House
Paddle over to Vine House on the evening of Friday 
December 30, welcome the New Year on Saturday, 
relax and recuperate on Sunday, then return to your 
car on the morning of Monday 2 January. 

Call Trevor 817 7357 to register your interest as this 
is a popular event and only a few spaces are available.

January 28 and 29
Vine House weekend
Take the chance to get away from the crowds for a 
relaxing weekend with good company and good food.

Call Trevor 817 7357 to book a bed and for detailed 
information.

Up-Coming Club Trips and Events

Swim Escort Dates February 2012

date swim start
approx 
duration Tide

Sunday,  
12 February 2012 St Heliers to Tamaki Yacht Club 10.00 am 90 mins 11.40 am

Sunday,  
26 February 2012 Rangitoto Wharf to St Heliers 10.00 am 120 mins 11.45 am

Please put these dates in your diaries. These are popular days where large numbers of our members get 
together. We earn funds for the club and would like to see as many of you as possible at these events.
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the victims of a capsize and destruction on one of 
the rapids. 

In the upper reaches of the river the rapids came at 
short regular intervals. When the river is low, care 
must be taken to choose the correct channel or one 
will end up being swept under the willows or onto 
the rocks.

All too soon we were nearing our take out point and 
the end of the days run. We didn’t disgrace ourselves 
on the 56 rapids that we ran that day. It was then back 
to the holiday house for a hot shower and a cold 
beer. The chef soon had a Sunday roast underway 
for dinner.

Our plan was to paddle the next 30kms down the 
river to the road at the Retaruke River Landing the 
following day. It would involve a very long car shuttle 
and with inclement weather forecast, we called it a 
day. As we headed back to Auckland the rain got 
heavier and we were pleased with our decision.

Fellow paddlers and river rats were Kevin Woolcott 
and Jeff Amsden

Roger

A Whanganui Weekend

Roger Lomas

Early December and a trio of club sea kayakers 
decided to drive south for some river paddling and 
rapids on the Whanganui.

Arriving Saturday afternoon at Taumarunui, we 
checked into our holiday house base before heading 
downtown to dine at the Railway Carriage Cafe 
beside the main trunk line. The local hotel has closed 
and is up for sale so we turned in early. That night 
the freight trains rumbled by and the neighbours 
dog barked.

We were up very early next morning 
and after a quick breakfast we were 
away. Our first task was positioning 
a vehicle some 30kms downriver. 
We had made arrangements with a 
local farmer to exit the river on his 
property.

Finally we were on the river and 
underway. We had chosen to bring 
small plastic sea kayaks instead of 
our larger composite craft. This 
proved to be a wise decision as the 
river was running low and the rapids 
were very boney and bumpy.

We stopped for a mid morning 
cuppa just below the rapids at 
Herlihy’s Bluff. It was a nice sunny 
spot and we were hoping to watch 
a following flotilla of nervous novice 
paddlers run the gauntlet.

Further down the river we saw two 
large canadian canoes abandoned 
on the river bank. They were both 
buckled and distorted, having been 




