CANOE CLUB

Newsletter

March 2003

Hello Folks,

What a great selection of articles this month.| have held a couple of articles for the next issue.
You will see that in April and particularly over Easter there are a number of opportunities for pad-
dling no matter what your experience level.

More trips are required for May so how about it? A number of club members have attended lead-
ership courses that were subsidised by the Club, but few have put their new found skills to good
use. If you need support from another member just ask.

Cheers,
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Useful phone numbers and addresses

Club address PO Box 147-282,
Ponsonby, Auckland Publicity Officer  Roger Lomas 579 8799
President Matt Crozier 8171984  Safety & Training Officer
Patron Colin Quilter 630 2219 Peter Sommerhalder 815 2073
Secretary Rosie Thom 3768636  Storage & Club Kayaks
Treasurer Alissa Good 846 2622 Lindsay Sandes 522 3344
Membership Matt Crozier 8171984  Merchandising Jonathan Jarvis 578 1545
Trips Officer Morgan Lewis 6204005  Newsletter Editor lan Calhaem 579 0512
Morganl@xtra.co.nz lanCalhaem@xtra.co.nz

The Club maintains two e-mail groups:
To subscribe to the discussion list, send a blank e-mail to: auckland-kayakers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
For event reminders, send a blank e-mail to: auckland-canoe-club-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Where can you go to get training?

Auckland Canoe Centre, phone 815 2073
Basic confidence course, Henderson Pool, Tuesday evenings - $120 for four sessions.
One-on-One rolling, Henderson Pool, Tuesday evenings - $149 for three sessions. $55 for single 90 minute’
lesson. Multisport Grade 2 Certificate, white water, sea kayaking one and two-day courses run frequently.
Canoe and Kayak, phone 479 1002
Sea Kayaking intro course — Friday pool session, plus Sat/Sun 9 — 5, $230
Rolling sessions, Northcote College Pool - $150 for four sessions.
White water, Multisport, Advanced Sea Kayaking, First aid and First aid refresher courses available.
Fergs Kayaks, phone 529 2230
Basic paddling skills — paddle strokes, rescues — Sunday morning, Okahu Bay - $30 for Club members.
Learn to roll, one-on one, heated pool - $60 per hour.
White water, and Multisport River Racing courses also available.
George Gerard, phone 814 8989 (hm), 367 0959 (wk).
Pool Training, Kelston Girls, Thursday evenings - $95 for first three sessions, $10 thereafter.Intro Sea Kayak-
ing, White water, and Down River Racing courses on request — courses are designed to fit what the partici-
pants want - $100 per day (approx), plus boat hire ($10 / day)
Outdoor Discoveries Ltd, Chris Gulley, phone 813 3399
Intro skills, overnight at Mahurangi - $225. Details on web site www.nzkayak.co.nz
Rolling, Surfing, White water and Navigation courses run on request.
Positively Outdoors, Liz Maire and Christine Mcleod, ph 473 0027, fax 473 0731.
Two-day OSH certified outdoors first aid course - $140
10% discount if four or more club members enrol for a course. A
There are also a few club members that are experienced instructors and with a bit of encouragement (bribery and/
or arm-twisting!) might be coaxed into giving a training session...

lan Calhaem, Rebecca Heap, Ken Marsh, John Maynard, Mike Randall.

Safe‘ry Policy for Club Trips.

Any Club member who has any doubt about whether or not their skills are sufficient for a particular trip MUST
contact the trip leader ahead of time to discuss safety issues.

2 It is your responsibility to wear a buoyancy aid, to be suitably dressed for the conditions, and to carry any other
personal safety equipment necessary for the trip.

3 You must make a realistic assessment that your strength and endurance are sufficient for whatever is planned.

4 You must be able to re-enter your kayak (with help from another padd|er if necessary) after a capsize in deep
water. -

5 With night paddling it is everybody’s responsibility to provide their own large lens flashlight, or fixed all-round
white light on a one metre high pole, in working order and mounted on the outside of the kayak where it can be
seen at all times.

6 Use a craft appropriate for the trip. A kayak with water-tight bulkheads is essential for open sea kayaking. Sit-
on kayaks are usually too slow to be able to keep up with sea kayaks, therefore, are not recommended on trips
planned for sea kayaks.
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Trips and Events Calendar

Remember to contact the trip leader before you set out. This is important because the leader needs to know the
capabilities of those who are coming and to be able to contact you if the plan changes. Please be aware that you
paddle on a Club trip at your own risk. Read the safety policy (page 2). If there is any chance that you may be
a liability to the rest of the group or to the leader be sure to inform the leader of this before you set out.

TRIP CANCELLATIONS

The Club is now using “Newstalk ZB" cancellation service. This can be listened to on 1080AM or 89.4FM.
The service runs on Saturday and Sunday from 7:00am.
This should eliminate the multitude of phone calls to trip leaders when the weather looks suspect.

Regular Evening Paddles

Because daylight saving ends soon, evening paddles will be returning after dark and you MUST have

either an all-round white light on a pole, or else a large-lens (eg. Dolphin) torch, in good working condition,
mounted on the outside of your kayak. This is actually a legal requirement, so, no light, no paddle. It is also
recommended that before anyone tries to go out on an evening paddle that they attend a basic skills course and that
they are fit enough to be able to paddle for one hour.

Tuesday, Okahu Bay.

All paddiers MUST provide their own night-lights. All skill levels welcome. Meet at Okahu Bay by 5:30pm, ready to
ye on the water by 5:45pm. An experienced paddler will be rostered on to look after new/novice/slow paddlers. Fitter
and more-experienced paddlers can form their own group(s). Trips usually last 1 — 2 hours, destination dictated by
tide, weather conditions and skill levels. Club boats can be hired at the subsidised rates of: $5 to club members, and
$10 to non-members/guests. (At all other times, club boat hire is $20/day or part day, for members and guests.)

March

March 23  Swim Escort - This is the big one! The Club is organising accommodation on Rangitoto for
Saturday night. Otherwise leave from Okau Bay (or St Heliers) at 7.00am. 60 kayakers are required by the Coastguard
to excort the swimmers. Meet at the western end of St Heliers at 7:30am, ready for an 8am departure. Club boats are
available hire free for the swim escorts. Biscuits and soft drink available afterwards. Please do phone Matt Crozier,
on (09) 817 1984 or matt@vsl. co.nz, to let him know that you will be able to assist with this, or would like to hire a
club boat.

22-23 March Around Auckland Paddle & Portage - An overnight circumnavigation of Auckland and
a fund raising event for Auckland Coastguard and Surf Life Saving. Last year’s event attracted over 80 paddlers. This

year should see even more participants plus a 20-person Waka! his event is organised by Outdoor Discoveries (09)
813 3399 email discoveries@nzkayak.co.nz

March 28/29/30 Tiritiri Matangi weekend The time has come to visit this enchanting island
again. Enjoy the dawn and dusk chorus of the amazing array of bird life, walk the many tracks, swim, fish or paddle
e interesting coastline with some neat caves to explore.The accommodation is very comfortable with everything
provided, all you need to bring is sleeping bag, food and drinks of your choice. All this for $15 per night.We leave our
kayaks on the wharf where we are met by the ranger who kindly puts all our clutter on his truck and delivers it to our
doorstep. Does it get any better than that? Shared dinner on sat night. '

Departures have in the past been: Friday 9a.m.
Friday 6p.m. Own discretion
Saturday 8.30 am

Return to the real world approx 4 or 5 p.m Sunday.

Our cars are left in secure overnight parking at the Thearuru Bay[next to Shakespears Bay]. The paddle takes approx
1 hr in average conditions.[approx 4.5 km] Tiri channel has the capacity to be a very nasty and testing stretch of water
if winds get up or winds oppose tide. The trip leaders decision will govern if the crossing is safe. For those not wanting
to paddle there is the option of the ferry from Gulf Harbour or Downtown. Ring the trip leader early as space is very

limited. Sorry, the answer is NO. camping is not allowed anywhere on the island. Trip leader is Trevor Contact ph no
8177357 and leave a message on the answer phone.

April

Sunday April 6 Pt Chev / Inner Harbour / Meola Reef - Explore the estuary under the
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motorway bridge and then back to the Meola Reef. H.W. 1023 Meet at the Pt Chev yacht club ramp, Raymond Rd @
0900hrs. Contact Brian Strid (09) 2388084

Saturday April 12. Explore Sandspit waterways/Kawau Bay/Matakana - River, choice
depending on weather. Good trip for beginners and others who don’t know or have forgotten the charms of Sandspit.
Meet at Sandspit, (6 km out from Warkworth) by play area opposite Sandspit Motor Camp at 11 am. High tide 1500.
Finish about then.

Contact Mike Home phone: 09 528 1377 Postal address: P.O. Box 25 131, St Heliers, Auckland Mobile
phone: 025 736 806 email:  mike-randall@xtra.co.nz

Fri 18th April Easter Weekend - Motuora Is - Meetat Sullivans Bay on Friday 18th April - 8.30
am, where vehicles will be left at a charge of $5 per night. Leave at 9.00 for Motuora Is where we will set up camp.
The weekend will include a trip to Moturekareka and Kawau Islands, and a pot luck dinner on Friday night. This is a
great chillout spot and of course, some fishing too. We will be camping, as the bach is already booked. Charge is $5
per night. Ph: Justin 025-868 177 or 09-278 8090 to book.

Fri 18th April Easter Weekend - Far North - This Easter we are heading to the Far North to
explore some very interesting and rarely visited coastline. Our base will be Pinetree Lodge, the main camping ground
in Ahipara, just west of Kaitaia and at the southern end of Ninety-nine Mile Beach. But don't worry, we will not be going
off the beach. Just south of here are two very interesting and apparently very beautiful harbours that drain onto the
west coast. They are Herekino and Whangape harbours. Our initial goal will be to explore these two bodies of water
and | believe Whangape has an amazing entrance which runs between high cliffs. To the east we also have Houhour»
Harbour and the Karikari Peninsula. So, the plan is drive and kayak. In the main the paddling will be in sheltered !
waters but for the more adventurous sea kayaker, there will be opportunities to paddle in the deep blue stuff. The cost
of a tent site is $10, however the camping ground has a range of cabins and these can be viewed and booked on http:
/iwww.ahipara.co.nz/ahiparamotorcamp/index.html | have been told there is no need to book tent sites. The leader is
Vincent Maire on (09) 424-2293, 0252766032 or vincent.maire@xtra.co.nz and please let me know if you are coming
along. | may well be going up Thursday afternoon and | look forward to having plenty of company. SEE YOU ALL
THERE

Sat 19th April  Easter Weekend - For those of us who must stay close to home over Easter, come out
to Vine House for a night. Leave Saturday morning and return Sunday. Bring wine and good food to share.this may be
an opportunity to commence work on the property - such as the access track. Contact Stephanie Seager for more
details. Ph 8345769

25th - 27th of April Anzac weekend in the Coromandel - Spend the Anzac weekend in the
Coromadel at Kauotunu. There are lots of things to do in the area including kayaking, tramping, Diving and Fishing.
Depending on numbers we will stay at Alissa’s Batch, if there are too many people then we can take over the
backpackers as well. Contact Alissa on agood@peace.com or 021 608 448 or 846 2622hm.

May

May 4th  Cambridge - Hamilton Race, start 11am ph Peter Sommerhalder 815-2073 for details

Found - Gloves

One pair of red and black new paddling gloves. Left at Vine House. If these sound like yours, contact Stephanie
email:stephseager@hotmail.com

Classified

Nissan Terrano 1990 2.7 turbo diesel 4wd manual five speed air conditioned sun roof nudge bars Pioneer stereo
and cd player, 157 ,000 k current owner for the last 100,000k meticulously maintained by fastidious owner careful
lady driver never raced, rallied, rolled, driven on the beach or dropped in the tide Goodrich All Terrains, near new on
alloy wheels c/w tow bar $10,000 ono optional extras - Thule roof rack, Nissan maintenance manuals for engine/body

|deal multi-sport vehicle. Current owner reluctantly selling.
Phone Mike Marra, 818 8203
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Pres Sez

There were a couple of weeks last month where numbers on club trips were strangely down. It seems this can be put
down to everyone being ‘loyal’, as it were! Nevertheless, | enjoyed exploring some new territory on Steve's trip around
the shoulder of the Firth of Thames with three others, on a windless sunny day. The images of the heavy rain cloud
activity about the Coromandel peninsula and the low dense fog in the Firth will not escape my mind in a hurry.

KASK forum in Rotorua

It's always good to catch up with paddlers from other clubs and other parts of the country. The symposium had

a noticeably different style from the ones we have here in Auckland. There was more of a focus on paddling and
learning about the local area and less of the workshops. Quite a stress-free weekend! The event opened and closed
with an Irish ditty (full chorus participation!) ~ is this a feature that will move up north, | wonder?

Swim Escort

The next swim is on March 23, from Rangitoto Wharf to St Heliers. This is the big one! We've booked the scout
bach on Rangitoto for Saturday night. There is a charge for the bach, so contact me (matt@vs!.co.nz) for further
information if you would like stay overnight.

| have heard that, due to one aborting swimmer not being ‘caught’ before making the beach on the last swim, the
organisers are a little worried that there won't be enough kayakers to properly oversee the swimmers - so please
come out of the closet and join us. If you only come out for a paddle once this year, please make it for this swim
scort — we need your help.

Membership

Just a reminder that new members who have joined from January 1st 2003 have membership right through to March
31st 2004. For the rest of us, subs are due to be renewed March 31st this year. If you wish to actively participate in
the AGM in May, you will need to have renewed your subscription by then.

Mahurangi Bach

The ARC are currently working a plan of work required and an estimated cost of bringing Vine House up to scratch.
From that we will have a better idea of what contribution, in terms of both funding and labour, would be needed from
us for the project to go ahead. As a club we need to work out just how much we are prepared to spend on this, taking
account of our other objectives. Ideally we'd like an initial short-term agreement where we can assess our use,
income and expenditure over that period, and accordingly restrict our budget for that term.

A final decision would need to be made on this at the AGM. When more information comes to hand, it would be good
discuss the pros and cons in a general meeting prior to the AGM.

Annual General Meeting

It would be good to start thinking now about what you would like to get out of the club, any direction you think we
)hould be taking, or any niggles you have that you think should be raised. Promote discussion about any issues with
committee members or among yourselves. Any motions can be discussed closer to the time, so that we can make
final decisions more quickly on the night of the AGM.

Remember any specific motion should be sent to the Secretary before the next Committee Meeting (8th April) so that
it can be published in the next Newsletter and included in the Agenda of the AGM.

Happy paddling,
M@

Change of Lock Combination

Members using the Kayak shed are trusted with the combination of the lock. It must NOT be given to anyone else.
The Club periodically changes the combination in order to have some control over who is using the facility.
A new combination has been operational since the 1st march 2003.
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The brief history of Vine Cottage

Vincent Maire

| discovered this in the winter 2002 issue of Pohutukawa Post, a newsletter produced by the ARC Regional Parks
committee.

The Vine House cottage at Lagoon Bay in Mahurangi East Regional Park might look like an old bach to many, but it is
a building with an interesting history

The house and woolshed on the foreshore were built by Ronald Vine in 1952. Ron Vine was a sort of latter-day
pioneer, who did everything himself. He cleared the Mahurangi farm of gorse by hand, and designed and built the
buildings. He felled the trees for the construction timber and towed them with his self-built boat to a sawmill, treated
the timber himself (with creosote), made his own concrete blocks and concrete water tank, and even built his own
fridge!

The house was built in a modern architectural style, and incorporated a number of design features that we now take
for granted, but were considered avant-garde at the time.

It had an open plan north-facing living area with a sliding glazed door providing access to the deck, and an island
kitchen. Acrylic paints, still considered experimental, provided the finishes. The low-pitched roof incorporated diagonal
sarking and was originally covered in a bitumen membrane, overlain with beach shell to reflect the heat.

Ron Vine was a journalist and later editor of the NZ Farmer magazine, and the construction of the house was .
documented and used as a basis for a series of articles on the design and construction of the ideal farmhouse. '
The design of the house is very similar to and was originally thought to be the work of Vernon Brown, New Zealand's
leading domestic architect of the day. Although Vernon Brown was part of Ron Vine's circle of friends and did visit the
house, it appears that Ron Vine was in fact responsible for designing the building.

Other friends who stayed at the Lagoon Bay house included writers ARD Fairburn and Anthony Alpers, and artists Eric
Lee-Johnson, Helen Brown and Alison Pickmere.

Vine House - “This place inspires nothing"

Stephanie Seager
Trevor Arthur said it, we did it, happily succumbing to a weekend of sweet nothings.

The weekend of 25th-26th January was designated for idle time. It was a chance to check out the new club bach

and a time for making checklists of what should be done. Talk was big and action precious little. More than 20 people
seized the opportunity to admire, discuss and dream. All were enthused. How could they not be? The place is
magnificent.

Envisage a sheltered bay, ancient pohutukawa, sandy beaches close by, and easy access to a number of islands.

It was perhaps these attributes that first tempted original Vine House inhabitant Ron Vine to lease the property in  {
1949. Lured by the beauty of the place, Vine was not to experience idle times in Lagoon Bay. Clearing gorse was

a constant battle in his efforts to establish a small sheep farm. As was creating boundary fencing and building a
residence for his family. A genuine ‘do-it-yourselfer’, Vine designed and built the farmhouse in 1952. Itis a building of
note. Vine was interested in modern architectural practises of the period. The house incorporates many features that
are in keeping with post-war modern architectural design. When you visit take note of the open plan design, expansive
windows, sliding doors and mono-pitch roof. Also look at the main living areas which are considerate of sun and views.
This house is now the focus of our club’s attention.

Over the next few years the canoe club aims to sympathetically renovate this dwelling. Ron Vine rarely had an

idle moment on the property. But after a few small working bees we will be able to enjoy many lazy years. Whilst
weekends of sweet nothings cannot be promised initially, you will surely find many rewards in the doing (and of course
our fabulous company!) We offer you a chance to recapture the Ron Vine do-it-yourself spirit of days gone by.

The dwelling is in reasonably sound condition. It boasts electricity and running water. You can experience the joys
of a hot shower and the luxury of a flush toilet!! It is also within easy paddling distance for even the most novice sea
kayaker.

Look out for advertised working bees in the future. We'd love to see you there.
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