Hello Folks,

| would like to offer a big Thank-you to our out-going newsletter editor, Julia Thom. Julia has been
the newsletter editor since June 1997, but has decided to give up the job because she will soon be
moving to Melboume. 1 think that Julia has done an excellent job as Editor, and | only hope that |
will be able to keep up the standards. Thank you Julia and good luck in Melboume.

As for myself, if you don’t already know me, my name is Margaret Thwaites and | have been
paddling for about seven years. | own a fleet of kayaks (not telling how many!) but | normally
paddle a yellow and green Albatross sea kayak (and no, I'm not Australian!). | have been known to
do some white water kayaking, including paddling over waterfalls, sea kayak racing (where | won a
kayak as a spot prize!) and even canoe polo, but my main “love” is sea kayaking. | was the club’s
secretary for a number of years, but | have never been the editor of a newsletter before, so please
forgive me if | make any mistakes.

| have not changed the format of the newsletter too much this month because | thought it would be
enough of a challenge to simply get it out on time, but | do have some ideas for the future. If
anyone has any suggestions or criticisms of the newsletter and its content please let me know and
maybe we can work something out. | would also very much like to receive some trip reports and
photos of your Christmas adventures for future issues of the newsletter. As per club policy, there
will not be a newsletter published in January, so I will take this opportunity to wish you all a merry
Christmas and a paddling new year.

Cheers,

Mawgaret

In this issue...

Results of the trip-planning meeting.
Sally Seagull retums.
Auckland Canoe Club membership list.
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Trips and Events Calendar

Remember to contact the trip leader before you set out. This is important, and you must realise
that the leader needs to know the capabilities of those who are coming and to be able to contact
you if there are changes. Please be aware that you paddie on a Club trip at your own risk.
Read the safety policy below. If there is any chance that you may be a liability to the rest of
the group or to the leader be sure to inform the leader of this before you set out.

Safety Policy for Club Trips.

1 Any Club member who has any doubt about whether or not their skills are sufficient for a
particular trip MUST contact the trip leader ahead of time to discuss safety issues.
Itis your responsibility to wear a buoyancy aid, to be suitably dressed for the conditions,
and to carry any other personal safety equipment necessary for the trip.
You must make a realistic assessment that your strength and endurance are sufficient for

whatever is planned.

You must be able to re-enter your kayak (with help from another paddler if necessary) after
a capsize in deep water.

With night paddling it is everybody’s responsibility to provide their own large lens flashlight,
or fixed all-round white light on a one metre high pole, in working order and mounted on the
outside of the kayak where it can be seen at all times.

TRIP CANCELLATIONS

The Club is now using “Newstalk ZB” cancellation service. This can be listened to on 1080AM or
89.4FM. The service runs on Saturday and Sunday from 7:00am.

This should eliminate the multitude of phone calls to trip leaders when the weather looks suspect.

December 2000

Summer Holidays in Northland, December 26 — January 7. Spend the Christmas / New
Year in the Winterless North. We will be base-camping at the Whangaruru North Head DOC camp
ground in Puriri Bay, just inside the mouth of the Whangaruru Harbour, for the first week, then
moving further north as the mood takes us. There will be plenty of options for day trips, and maybe -
an ovemight trip. There are also some good bush tracks nearby if you feel so inclined. Some
campsites have been booked, but if you need to book more space, contact the Russel Visitor

Centre, 09 403 7685 or 09 433 6160. The turn-off to Whangaruru North is at Ngaiotanga, on the

old Whangarei to Russel Coastal Road. Contact Ann Schofield 025 277 4055, or Des 025 276
3456. There will be a message on the cellular answering service explaining where we are.

Sunday 31 Celebrate New Year. Celebration and Dawn Paddle at the Clubrooms, Okahu
Bay. Meet on Sunday from 9:00pm. BYO drinks, nibbles, sleeping mat and bag, and also
something for a shared barbeque breakfast. Paddle onto the harbour to see the sun rise. Back to
the clubrooms for breakfast. Co-ordinators — Peter and Su, phone 815 2073 during day.

January 2001

Weekend 13 - 14 Whitianga to Opito Bay, Coromandel Peninsula. Explore this section
of the Coromandel Peninsula with Ryan Whittle, camping at a remote bay. For more details, and
to book your place, contact Ryan on 419 2672.

Sunday 14 Treasure Hunt. For all you fortune hunters out there, now is your opportunity to
discover the hidden treasures of the Waitemata! Meet at Okahu Bay at 9 am for a 9:30 briefing
and start. You will be put in small teams and sent on your way with a detailed map that will take
you on a path of discovery. The treasure hut is suitable for paddlers of all abilities. A barbacue wil
be provided afterwards at around midday. Entry fee is $5 per person and kayak hire is only $10
per kayak — this is a special treasure hunters deal. If the sun is not shining and the wind is up
call Jonathan Jarvis to confirm on 366 6805.
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Anniversary Weekend 27 - 29, A weekend on the Island of Love. Arohalslandis a
wonderful spot on the Kerikeri Inlet. It is located on the northem side of the inlet and is
approximately half-way between the Stone Store and Opito Bay. To find it drive past the Stone
Store, take the Opito Bay road and it is about 10 minutes driving to get there. It is very well sign
posted. The island is connected by a causeway. Wonderful camping, it is a kiwi sanctuary and
there are heaps of kayaking options to suit all levels of skill and inclination. The cost is $7.50 per
person per night to camp. If you want to book either the cottage (4 beds) or the bunkroom (6 beds)
contact Aroha Island direct on (09) 407-5243. The leader is Vincent Maire (09) 424-2293 home
or maire.family@xtra.co.nz. Numbers are restricted at the campsite so please advise in
advance if you are coming on this trip. This is a very beautiful and peaceful place and you will
not be disappointed.

Anniversary Weekend 27 — 29. Ponui Island. Explore this island at the eastern end of
Waiheke Island, visit beaches that resemble a tropical island paradise, camp on a deserted beach.
You must contact Justin Sanson-Beattie, phone 278 8090, to book a place because the
camp site is on private land, which limits the numbers to eight people, preferably in four
tents.

Monday 29 Point to Point Multisport Race. Contact lan Calhaem, phone 579 0512, for
more details.

February 2001

Saturday 3 Girls Can Do Anything (No Boys Allowed!!) This is the first in a series of
practice/skill sharing sessions in order to improve our overall safety level as a club. We are kicking
off with a couple of hours for the ladies only. The plan is to learn some tricks and tips on the
easiest ways of getting back into your boat, and how to assist your buddies back into theirs. It will
be a good opportunity to practice what you already know but may have got a bit rusty on, and also
to improve your group rescue skills. Complete novices through to experience paddlers are
welcome and if you don't own a boat (or love your kevlar too much) they can be hired off the beach
from Canoe and Kayak. Please phone me so | know your are coming incase we need to have
a venue change due to bad weather. Meet at the MERC (South end) of Long Bay beach at
2pm. Rebecca Heap phones 473 0661, 025 273 7675 email becks@fc.dt.co.nz

Waitangi Weekend, 3 — 6. Lake Waikaremoana. Take Monday, 5", off work and spend four
days paddling around Lake Waikaremoana. Travel down Friday night and camp at Murupara
before the final leg of unsealed road to the lake. This paddle may not be suitable for beginners.
Contact Margaret Thwaites on 2927 883.

| Friday 9 McKensie Bay BBQ. Evening paddie, from Narrow Neck Beach to McKensie
Bay, by the Rangitoto Lighthouse. -Have a swim and BBQ.on the beach, full. moon for paddie back.
All paddlers must have an all-round white light. Contact David Ward on 445 3639.

Weekend 10 — 11. Home Bay, Motutapu. A camping experience not far from home!
Contact Justine Sanson-Beattie, phone 278 8090, for more details. Unlimited camping space.

Sunday 11 Swim Escort - Mechanics Bay to Tamaki Yacht Club. Meet at Okahu Bay
at 8:45am for a 9:15 departure. Barbeque back at the Clubrooms afterwards.

Sunday 18 Waiheke Island. Destination Whakanewha (next to Rocky Bay on Waiheke),
meet at 9.00am for a 9.30 am start. 7km there, 7km back so this is a very short paddle. We will
have leisurely crossings of the Tamaki Strait, but just in case and because it is an open stretch of
water, if you would like to do this trip ,please be able to paddle 7km non-stop into a headwind if
necessary. Carry all safety gear, but keep your weight down as we will need to wheel/carry the
kayaks over the flats on Waiheke,(low tide). The intention is to have a relaxing paddle to the ARC
park, where you will have the opportunity to explore the park campground and estuary, Rocky Bay
village, and possibly the forest and bird society park. | would suggest that we do not leave
valuables in our unattended kayaks during the walks. Leader will be Steve Melrose phone
5365386. Cross your fingers for good weather.
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Weekend 24 - 25. Raglan, Aotea and Kawhia Harbours. More details closer to the date,
Leader is Ken Jackson, phone 535 9005,

Sunday 25 Circumnavigate Rangitoto Island Anti-clockwise. Meet at Okahu Bay
Clubrooms by 8:00am. High tide is at 9:55am. Suitable for intermediate paddlers but not novices
as this is approx 30km paddie of over six hours duration. Contact Rob Gardner on 533 4061.

March 2001

Sunday 4 Swim Escort — Rangitoto to St. Heliers Beach, 4.5km. Meet at the westem
end of St. Heliers Beach (at the end closest to the city) by 11:00am for an 11:30 departure.
Alternatively...

Saturday night on Rangitoto, return with the swimmers on Sunday. Sleep in the bach
or camp on the deck near the wharf. Meet at Okahu Bay by 5:00pm for a 5:30pm departure.
Contact Trevor Arthur, on 817 7357, for more details on both trips.

Saturday 10 Little Barrier Island. Use a launch to carry kayaks and people out to Little
Barrier Island and then go for a paddie around the island. Costs $80 per person and is limited to
16 people. This trip will fill fast and it will be first in, first served. Contact Matt Grant, phone 524
2108, to secure your place.

Sunday 11 Little Barrier Island. Saturday’s trip repeated. Again, $80 per person, and is
limited to 16 people. Contact Matt Grant, phone 524 2108, to secure your place.

Where can you go to get training?

Auckland Canoe Centre, phone 815 2073.
Basic confidence course, Henderson Pool, Tuesday evenings - $95 for four sessions.
One-on-One rolling, Henderson Pool, Tuesday evenings - $149 for two sessions.
Sea Kayaking intro skills, one day at Waiwera
Sea Kayaking skills weekend at Waiwera — rescues, navigation.

Auckland Wilderness Experiences, Chris Gulley, phone 813 3369
Intro skills, overnight at Mahurangi - $225
Rolling sessions, Kelston Girls, Thursday evenings - $95 for three sessions — run with
George Gerard, a Club member.

, Surfing courses, White water courses and Navigation courses run on request

Canoe and Kayak, phone 479 1002
Sea Kayaking intro course — Friday pool session, plus Sat/Sun 9 — 5, $230
White water — two weekends (stage one and two)
Rolling sessions, Northcote College Pool - $150 for four sessions.
Multisport racing courses held monthly.
Advanced sea kayaking courses on request.
First aid course $175, First aid refresher - $65

Fergs Kayaks, phone 529 2230
Basic paddling skills — paddle strokes, rescues — Sunday morning, Okahu Bay - $60
Learn to roll, one-on one, heated pool - $60 per hour.
Intro to White water weekend, Taupo, with lan Ruthven, Wildemess Adventures - $275
Multisport River Racing weekend - $275

George Gerard, phone 814 8989 (hm), 367 0959 (wk).
Pool Training, Kelston Girls, Thursday evenings - $95 for first three sessions, $10
thereafter.
Intro Sea Kayaking, White water, and Down River Racing courses on request — courses are
designed to fit what the participants want - $100 per day (approx), plus boat hire ($10 / day)

There are also a few club members that are experienced instructors and with a bit of
encouragement (bribery and/or arm-twisting!) might be coaxed into giving a training session...
Rebecca Heap, Ken Marsh, David Poolman
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| E)seful phone numbers and addresses

You never know when you'll need us...

Club address — PO Box 45020, Te Atatu Peninsula, Waitakere City
President — Trevor Arthur — 817 7357

Secretary — Rona Patterson — 834 33389

Treasurer and membership detail changes — Matt Crozier — 817 1984
Club Kayaks — Jonathan Jarvis — 366 6805

Trips officer — Matt Grant — 524 2108

Newsletter Editor — Margaret Thwaites — 2927 883, 025 626 4786, m.thwaites@xtra.co.nz, William
Potter Lane, Karaka, RD1 Papakura

Sea kayaker sparks rescue alert and anger on Tiri Tiri Matangi.
By Vincent Maire
On Saturday 9th December at 9.30pm Barbara Walters, ranger on Tiri Tiri Matangi Island in the
Hauraki Gulf, telephoned my wife and | seeking information on a "lost" sea kayaker believed to be
paddling to the island. Apparently the sea kayaker was a resident of Coromandel Peninsular, a
member of a woman's outdoor pursuits organisation and also a sea kayaker. Barbara wondered if
we knew who she was. We didn't. We were immediately concerned as earlier in the evening we
had gone for a walk and had avoided the beach as 15+ knot winds were blowing in from the north.
Anyone capsizing in the Tiri Passage and who had either lost their boat or couldn't re-enter, would
likely be blown many kilometers south before finding land on Auckland's North Shore beaches.
Next moming | turned on the radio to see if there was any further news on the incident but
nothing was reported. Later in the morning Barbara called to tell us what had happened.
Apparently the sea kayaker had left her car at Tindalls Bay on Whangaparaoa Peninsular which
was later discovered by the police who instigated the search. A local resident said the kayaker had
said she was planning to paddle to Tiri. Naturally
Ray & Barbara Walters were alerted, (hence their call to us) and they started a search of the
island. The sea kayaker was discovered camping at North-East Bay. She even had a fire going. To
make matters worse, she admitted to knowing how precious the island is as a nature reserve. A
fire at this end of the island, with a strong northerly wind blowing could have caused a fire with
absolutely devastating results. A disaster made worse by the fact this is prime nesting time for the
many endangered birds on the island.
Barbara's call was to ask me to reminnd sea kayakers that Tiri Tir Matangi is a no camping
area and has a total fire ban. This incident is also a reminder that leaving a car on a beach and
- disappearing up the coast in a sea kayak without informing anyone of your intentions will likely
result in a search & rescue emergency. The idiocy of one sea kayaker is a reminder to us all to be
more aware of trip planning procedures.

Antarctic Expedition

Three sea kayakers preparing to paddle the Antarctic Peninsular have had a fair amount of press
coverage. They will join Sir Peter Blake's Seamaster in Argentina and travel to the peninsular
where they will begin the expedition, which is expected to last six weeks. Progress on the trip can
be monitored on www.adventurephilosophy.com

Something from “The Far Side”...

By Margaret Thwaites.

If anyone is intending to go paddling on the Manukau Harbour, Bottletop Bay in particular, please
be aware that one of the farmers in the Karaka area has been “exercising” his cows in the estuary
behind his farm. (i.e. one escaped!) The above-mentioned farmer, after receiving correspndence
from a “representative” of the Water Safety Council, a Mr A. Noall, and advice from well-meaning
neighbours, is now fitting his cows with “cow preservers”, kindly donated by his neighbours. So,
the next time all you multisporters are out there doing the Meadow Lea Bottletop Bay Marathon
and you hear something go “Moo” behind you, it might pay to “mooove” overl!!
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